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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A fan-securing device for securing a fan to a heat transfer device that allows 
for the rapid removal of the fan without disturbing a remainder of the heat transfer device, 
said fan-securing device comprising: 

a base; 

a fastener for securing said base to said heat transfer device; and 
compression tabs for securing said fan to said base. 

2. The fan-securing device of claim 1, wherein said heat transfer device is a heat 

sink. 

3. The fan-securing device of claim 1, wherein said base is made of plastic 

4. The fan-securing device of claim 1 further comprising: 
a spring; and 

a recessed receiver member in said base for receiving said spring directly under the 
fan for aiding in discharge. 

5. The fan-securing device of claim 4, further comprising: 

a spring retaining clip on a side of said recessed receiver member for retaining said 
spring in said recessed receiver member. 

6. The fan-securing device of claim 1 further comprising: 

a wire guard for protecting fan wires from fan blades and sharp fin edges, said guard 
being integrally connected to said base. 

7. The fan-securing device of claim 5, wherein said wire guard comprises: 
compression legs for securing said wires; and 

tabs for releasing said compression legs. 
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8. The fan-securing device of claim 1, wherein said fastener comprises a hole 
through which a screw secures said base to said heat transfer device. 

9. A heat transfer device comprising: ^ 
a heat transfer base for contacting with a heat producing component; 

fins protruding from said heat transfer base for conducting heat from said heat transfer 

base; 

a fan for transferring air through said fins; and 

a fan-securing device secured to said heat transfer base, said fan-securing device 
comprising a body and compression tabs wherein said tabs come in contact with said fan 
thereby securing said fan in said fan-securing device. 

10. The heat transfer device of claim 9, wherein said fan-securing device is made 
of plastic. 

11. The heat transfer device of claim 9, wherein said fan-securing device further 
comprises: 

a spring for aiding in removal of said fan; and 

a recessed receiver member in said body for receiving said spring directly under said 

fan. 

12. The heat transfer device of claim 11, wherein said fan-securing device further 
comprises: 

a spring retaining clip on a side of said recessed receiver member for retaining said 
spring in said recessed receiver member. 

13. The heat transfer device of claim 9, wherein said fan-securing device further 
comprises: 

a wire guard for protecting fan wires from fan blades and sharp fin edges, said guard 
being integrally connected to said fan-securing device. 
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14. The heat transfer device of claim 13, wherein said wire guard comprises: 
compression legs for securing said wires; and 

tabs for releasing said compression legs. 

15. A fan-securing device for securing a fan to a heat transfer device that allows 
for rapid removal of the fan without disturbing a remainder of the heat transfer device, said 
fan-securing device comprising: 

a body; 

a securing means for securing said body to said heat transfer device; and 
a retaining means for retaining said fan to said body, said retaining means being 
releasable. 

16. The fan-securing device of claim 15, wherein said heat transfer device is a heat 

sink. 

17. The fan-securing device of claim 15, wherein said fan-securing device is made 
of plastic. 

18. The fan-securing device of claim 15, further comprising: 

a discharging means for discharging said fan from said securing device; and 
a means for receiving said discharge means under said fan for discharging said fan 
from said securing device. 

19. The fan-securing device of claim 1 8, further comprising: 
means for retaining said discharge means within said receiving means. 

20. The fan-securing device of claim 1 8, further comprising: 

means for protecting wires of said fan from damage by fan blades or sharp fin edges, 
said protecting means being integrally connected to said body. 
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2 1 . The fan-securing device of claim 20, further comprising: 
compression means for securing said wires to said protecting means; and 
releasing means for releasing said wires from said compression means. 

« i 

22. A method for securing a fan to a heat transfer device that allows for rapid 
removal of the fan without disturbing a remainder of the heat transfer device comprising: 

attaching a fan-securing device comprising compression tabs to a base of said heat 
transfer device; and 

pushing fan into said fan-securing device such that compression tabs securely attach 
said fan to said fan-securing device. 

23. The method of claim 22, further comprising: 

forming said fan-securing device including a base and said compression tabs, said 
base supporting said compression tabs. 

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the fan-securing device is formed of plastic. 

25. The method of claim 24, further comprising forming said fan-securing device 
by the injection molding process. 
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